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Summary 

An overview and brief summary of the recommendations: 

 

i. The coast of Yorkshire is undoubtedly amongst the most attractive in England, and it 

is disappointing that, after the East Yorkshire coast was chosen by NE as one of six 

stretches for early development of the English coast path, East Riding of Yorkshire 

Council withdrew from the project in 2010 without public consultation. With support 

from their central office, East Yorkshire & Derwent Area of the Ramblers decided to 

prepare a detailed set of proposals for a coastal path from Ravenscar in the north to 

the Humber Bridge in the south. The aim of this initiative is to encourage NE, working 

with North Yorkshire, the East Riding and the City of Kingston upon Hull councils, to 

prioritise this area for the development of a coastal path.  

 

ii. The surveys on which these proposals are based were carried out by Ramblers 

volunteers between May and September 2011. In this document the new Coast Path 

will generally be called and referred to as the ñRamblers proposed routeò.  

 

 

iii. The Ramblers proposed route, (Map 0-1), covers the stretch of coast from Ravenscar 

to the Humber Bridge.   This stretch, of length about 116 miles, includes most of the 

coastline of North Yorkshire and all of the coastlines of the East Riding of Yorkshire 

and Kingston upon Hull City and is divided into four sections: 

1. Ravenscar to Filey 

2. Filey to Bridlington 

3. Bridlington to Kilnsea/Spurn Head (Holderness) 

4. Kilnsea/Spurn Head) to Hessle/Humber Bridge (Humber Estuary) 

 

iv. From the mudflats of the Humber and the eroding coast of Holderness, to the holiday 

beaches of Bridlington Filey and Scarborough and the dramatic cliffs of Cleveland 

and Flamborough, the coast is one of enormous landscape contrasts. There are 

other contrasts too - the urbanised areas of Hull and Scarborough contrast with the 

peaceful agricultural scenery of coastal Cleveland and Holderness. These contrasts 

provide much of the interest and fascination of the Yorkshire coast but they also 

provide some difficult problems for NE in rolling out the coast path.  

 

v. Existing paths are utilised where possible (Map 0-2).  From Ravenscar to Filey, the 

Cleveland Way and a short section of the Yorkshire Wolds Way, which are National 

Trails, are adopted.   Except for gaps caused by two holiday villages the route utilises 

public rights of way between Filey and Bridlington along Filey Bay and around 

Flamborough Head.  There are virtually no public rights of way along the Holderness 

coast between Bridlington and Kilnsea at Spurn Head, but the Ramblers proposed 

route follows generally well-used de facto paths along the cliff-tops.  Along the 

northern bank of the Humber Estuary, from Kilnsea to Paull, the Ramblers proposed 

route uses public rights of way on top of the flood banks, apart from the stretch 

around Sunk Island, where there is a permissive path.  Along the middle estuary, 



from King George Dock at the eastern end of Hull to the Humber Bridge at Hessle, 

the route adopts the Trans-Pennine multi-user trail. 

 

 

vi. There are major obstacles to a continuous on-going route, namely: Primrose Valley 

and Reighton Sands holiday villages in Filey Bay 18 caravan parks in Bridlington Bay 
and lengthy roadside diversions around the Cowden Parva Weapons Range and the 

Salt End industrial area.  NE will need to discuss the options for providing a safe 

access strips through these areas with the owners and the MoD, respectively. 

 

vii. Coastal erosion is particularly rapid along this stretch of coast and poses possibly the 

biggest challenge for NE.  The principal source of information regarding erosion rates 

is the Coastal Explorer <http://gofer.eastriding.gov.uk/coastalexplorer/>.   The 

Cleveland Way is currently well maintained and of adequate width but, where the trail 

is on sections of the cliff that are eroding or subject to periodic landslip, it will become 

unusable in the long-term.  The cliffs of Filey Bay, although partly protected by the 

dual promontories of The Brigg and Flamborough Head, are steeply-inclined glacial 

till, and suffer from the processes of coastal erosion and collapse, averaging 25 cm 

per annum at The Brigg, but increasing to 1.5 m near the black shale cliffs at 

Speeton Sands. At Thornwick Bay, in consequence of erosion, the right of way has 

been diverted.  The Holderness coast, from Bridlington to Spurn Head, is the most 

rapidly eroding coastline in England.  It  is typified by soft cliffs, extending for around 

60km from Sewerby in the north, to south of Easington, developed in glacial tills with 

an average height of 15 m, reaching around 40 m at Dimlington. The maximum rates 

of erosion occur immediately south of towns where sea defences have been 

constructed: 2.67, 2.95, 3.19, 2.84 m/yr at Hornsea, Mappleton, Withernsea and 

Kilnsea, respectively. The Holderness coast has retreated by around 2km over the 

last 1,000 years, which may partly account for the fact that virtually none of the cliff-

top paths have public rights and that there are few coastal settlements.  Despite the 

lack of public rights of way, it is possible to walk the whole length of this section along 

de facto paths regularly used by anglers, dog-walkers and holiday visitors from the 

many caravan parks.  Ramblers recommend that NE use their power (section 55B of 

the 1949 Act) to roll back the trail along the whole length of the North Sea coast 

whenever and wherever that becomes necessary. 

 

viii. In conclusion, a coastal path would build on the success of the CroW Act by 

providing a link to the walking opportunities already existing on the Yorkshire Wolds. 

Access to the Wolds was significantly increased by the designation in the CRoW Act 

of 660 hectares of open access land, mainly in the spectacular Wolds dry valleys, 

and the East Yorkshire and Derwent Ramblers have been involved in the production 

by the East Riding and North Yorkshire councils of two free books of walks utilising 

this new open country. Establishing a nationally recognised coastal path would 

provide another rich range of walks, covering dramatic chalk cliffs, seabird nesting 

sites, a variety of plant habitats, and wide-ranging views to sea and inland. This 

powerful combination of attractions is within easy reach of major conurbations such 

as Leeds, and Ramblers are convinced that the early development of a coastal path 

would be welcomed by walkers and bring much needed economic benefits to this 

area. 



 

 

Map 0-1 Yorkshire Coast Ravenscar to the Humber Bridge at Hessle ς Ramblers proposed ruute 



 

Map 0-2 Existing public rights of way on the Yorkshire coast between Ravenscar and Hessle. 

 

 



 

Terms of reference and scope 

This report sets out the recommendations of the Ramblers, pertaining to the preferred route 

of the coastal access between Ravenscar (North Yorkshire) and Hessle (East Riding of 

Yorkshire). The surveys were carried out in the period April to early September 2011 by 

small teams of volunteer surveyors from the Ramblers East Yorkshire and Derwent Area. 

  



Sectional reviews and proposals 

The coast has been broken down into four sections. 

Each section has in the main followed the same format in construction. 

The key below identifies relevant features on the maps in the following sections. 

Proposed route of trail 

Trail not using existing public rights of way or highway 

Trail using existing footpath 

Trail using existing highway 

Trail using existing footway (pavement) 

Trail shown on adjoining map 

Alternative route 

Ho-23                    Section of trail 

 

Coastal margin 

Landward extent of coastal margin 

 

Trail infrastructure 

 Existing footbridge in satisfactory condition 

 Existing boardwalk in satisfactory condition 

 Existing kissing gate in satisfactory condition 

 Existing step stile in satisfactory condition 

 Existing wicket gate in satisfactory condition 

 Existing field gate in satisfactory condition 

 New gap required 

 New footbridge required 

 New kissing gate required 

 New field gate required 

 

Photographs 

    Photo location and direction of view 

 



1 Ravenscar to Filey 

 

Map 1-1 Ravenscar to Filey. 

 



General description 

Below is a general description of our proposals for this length of coast from Ravenscar to Filey, 

highlighting the key factors which we took into consideration.  

Nature of the Land 

1.1 The area between Ravenscar and Scarborough is one of an upland environment 

created by the underlying middle Jurassic sandstones. This results in an almost continuous 

series of very steep cliffs, the highest of 180m being at Ravenscar, which tower over a wave-

cut rock platform along most of the coastline.  Within this range of sea cliffs there are only a 

few locations, Ravenscar, Hayburn Wyke and Cloughton Wyke where there is access to the 

foreshore and thus hardly any settlement.  Other features of this stretch of the coast are the 

undercliffs, often wooded, sometimes inaccessible, areas below the cliff top, and deep 

wooded ravines, some of which have were used historically for access to the beach.  During 

the last glacial period, ice advanced across the North Sea, impinged upon this coast, 

eventually leaving extensive deposits of till (clays and sands) draped over the solid rocks of 

the coastline.  Excellent exposures of rich fossil beds make this ñDinosaur Coastò a popular 

area for amateur and professional geologists alike. The coastline between Ravenscar (A) 

and Long Nab (B), south of Cloughton Wyke, is within the North York Moors National Park.  

The stretch from Ravenscar to Scalby Mills (C) is part of the North Yorkshire and Cleveland 

Heritage Coast.  

1.2 From Scarborough southwards, the geology changes to the softer material of the 

upper Jurassic clays and limestones, which form a series of often sandy bays with 

headlands.  The southern portion of the section, whilst still containing impressive cliff 

formations, notably Scarborough headland and Filey Brigg (D), is a more lowland 

environment with sweeping, often sandy bays, easier access to the foreshore and sea and a 

higher density of settlement and more intensive agriculture.  

1.3 Sea level was some 50m below the current level when the ice sheets had retreated 

about 11,000 years ago but since then it has risen steadily. The cliffs are locally unstable, 

and, as well as collapse caused by undermining as a result of wave action, they also suffer 

periodic rotational failures, characterised by the progressive slippage of large semi-circular 

areas of cliff, particularly after prolonged heavy rainfall following a dry spell, which can create 

extensive mudslides. Much of the area is therefore at risk from sudden unexpected collapse.  

The well-publicised failure of 60m of cliff, capped by 30m of till at Holbeck Ravine, 

Scarborough in 1993, led to the collapse of Holbeck Hall Hotel and a large area of 

surrounding land over a 2-day period, despite being protected by a sea wall since the late 

19th century.   The cliffs are eroding at a rate of approximately 10-20 cm per annum, but 

where the till reaches the shore the rate is a great as 30 cm per annum. 

 

 

 

 



The Trail 

1.4 It is impracticable to follow the shoreline, which is rocky and often covered by large 

fallen blocks and boulders, and tiring for those unaccustomed to this type of terrain.  

Furthermore, paths along the undercliff are narrow, often steep and during the summer 

become choked with vegetation. Therefore the Ramblers proposed route corresponds to the 

public footpath along the cliff-top, on the existing route of the Cleveland Way National Trail 

(CW) that terminates at Filey Brigg (D).  From Filey Brigg, to the southern outskirts of Filey 

(E), the route adopts the routes of the Yorkshire Wolds Way and the Centenary Way. 

Roll back 

1.5 The Ramblers proposed route is often along sections subject to significant coastal 

change.  For the greater part of the route, the CW is currently well maintained and of 

adequate width. However, where the trail is on sections of the cliff that are eroding or subject 

to periodic landslip, it will initially be excepted land, with public access based on the existing 

right rather than coastal access rights, but it will become unusable in the long-term.  

Therefore we recommend that the line of our proposed route should roll back in response to 

coastal change, usually by reference to the position of the trail in relation to the cliff edge (as 

it exists at this time). 

Detailed description of our proposals 

The proposed route of the trail on this length of coast is divided into 13 route sections numbered CW-

1 to CW-13. Below are detailed descriptions of Ramblers proposals for aligning the trail on each route 

section, and of a proposal to include an area of additional spreading room landward of a section of 

trail near Filey Brigg.  

Trail alignment 

Ravenscar to Scalby Mills  

Route Section CW-1  

1.6 The Ramblers proposed route (CW-1, Map 1-2) starts at the CP and Visitor 

Centre at Ravenscar and corresponds to the route of the Cleveland Way.  About 200 m 

after reaching the cliff top, a PRoW drops below the cliff top to Blea Wyke Point and then 

continues under Common Cliff and Beast Cliff for nearly 4 km, re-joining the CW near 

Petard Point.  This path is narrow, often steep and during the summer becomes choked 

with overgrowth.  If the trail were to follow the line of the CW, the PRoW would be within 

the seaward spreading room. 

1.7 The Ramblers proposed route continues along the cliff top on the CW.   Sections 

of the cliff are eroding or subject to periodic landslip, with the effect of reducing the 

access strip to less than 4 m.  This is evident near Herbert Hole (TA 0088 9800) for about 

150 m (P 1-1) and near Roger Trod (TA 0162 9624, Map 1-3 and P 1-2) for about 50 m. 

1.8 This section CW-1 ends at the Oceanarium CP at Scalby Mills. 



 

Map 1-2 Ravenscar to Hayburn Wyke 

 



 

P 1-1 Narrowing of access strip due to landslip at TA 0088 9800 near Herbert Hole. 

 



 

Map 1-3 Hayburn Wyke to Scalby Mills 



 

P 1-2  Narrowing of access strip near Roger Trod at TA 0162 9624. 

 

Scalby Mills to Filey 

Route Sections CW-2 to CW-5  

1.9 The section from Scalby Mills to the Spa Complex (CW-2, Map 1-4) of Ramblers 

proposed route adopts the Cleveland Way, which is all on tarmac or pavement and not 

signed over this section. 

1.10 Ramblers proposed route (CW-3) passes to the seaward of the Spa complex and 

continues to the site of the old open air swimming pool, which has now been filled in, 

tarmacked, and turned into an astronomical star map. This deviates from the CW route 

marked on OS maps, which is shown as climbing up the cliff after the Spa.  

1.11 A little further on (TA 0485 8712), where a major cliff slippage occurred in 1992,  the 

coast has been protected with rock-armour and a new path (CW-4) created that climbs up 

the slope to the view point (P 1-3  Scarborough South Bay.).  

 

 

 



 

Map 1-4  Scalby Mills to Knipe Point (or Osgodby Point) 



 

P 1-3  Scarborough South Bay. 

1.12 From the view point the Ramblers proposed route (CW-5) continues on the CW, 

which is again signed, following the path along the cliff edge, and eventually emerging onto 

the Scarborough South Cliff Golf Course. The route keeps to the seaward edge of the golf 

course and has ample room except for a small section near White Nab (TA 0576 8622), 

where the proposed route is landward of CW. After the golf course, the path continues 

through woodland, eventually reaching the bungalow estate at Knipe Point. 

 



 

Map 1-5 Knipe Point to Blue Dolphin Holiday Park. 

Route Sections CW-6 to CW-7  

1.13 Until 2010, the CW passed to the seaward of the bungalows.  Currently, following a 

major landslip, the CW is diverted along the old A165 for about 300m (Map 1-5 Knipe Point 

to Blue Dolphin Holiday Village (CW-6a).  It is possible to reinstate path despite diversion 

due to landslip, therefore Ramblers recommend that NE reinstate the section of the CW from 

TA 0609 8536 to TA 0622 8510 (CW-6). 

1.14 The Ramblers proposed route (CW-7) continues along the CW, which is well signed.  

Periodic landslips at Lebberston Cliff (TA 074 840 and TA 081 841 threaten to render the 

CW unusable in the near future and roll back will have to be applied. This section ends at the 

junction of the CW with a public footpath at Blue Dophin Holiday Park. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Map 1-6  Blue Dophin Holiday Park to Under Nine Rocks 

Route Section CW-8  

1.15 From Blue Dophin Park the Ramblers proposed route corresponds to the CW, which 

continues along Gristhorpe Cliff to the junction with a public footpath near Under Nine Rocks 

(Map 1-6, CW-8). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Map 1-7  Under Nine Rocks to Muston Sands 



Route Sections CW-9 to CW-13 (Map 1-7) 

1.16 The Ramblers proposed route (CW-9) continues along North Cliff to the beginning of 

Filey Brig, a narrow headland.  The Ramblers proposed route (CW-10) crosses the neck of 

the headland as this is the most direct and convenient route along the coast and which 

maintains sea views. The Brigg marks the ends of the Cleveland Way (CW), the Yorkshire 

Wolds Way (YWW) and the Centenary Way, and is very popular with the public. 

1.17 The Ramblers proposed route (CW-11) now adopts, for a short distance, the YWW, 

passing through North Cliff Country Park.  It descends and ascends steps across Arndale, 

continues along the cliff top before descending down steps to the Sea Front at Coble 

Landing. 

1.18 Section CW-12 is on pavement along the Sea Front.  The YWW leaves the coast at 

the road junction (TA 1195 8058).  The Ramblers proposed route follows the Centenary 

Way, which continues along the pavement on the Sea Front, ending about 200 m south of 

the Paddling Pool.  From here, the Centenary Way follows a footpath (CW-13) for about 170 

m to a fork (TA 1188 7987) and then veers off west, away from the coast.  The Ramblers 

proposed route continues southwards on a footpath along the cliff top, within sight of the 

sea. 

 

Landward spreading room proposal 

 

Map 1-8 Landward spreading room at Filey Brigg. 

Adjacent to route sections CW-9 and CW-10 

Adjacent to route sections CW-9 and CW-10, Ramblers propose that the landward boundary 

of the margin should coincide with the boundary of the grassland, as indicated by the 

landward extent of the coastal margin shown on Map 1-7 and Map 1-8.  It may be feasible 

also to include the area of the County Park adjacent to CW-11. 

 



2 Filey to Bridlington 

 

Map 2-1 Filey to Bridlington, overview. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



General description 

Below is a general description of our proposals for this length of coast from Filey to Bridlington, 

highlighting the key factors which we took into consideration.  

Nature of the Land 

2.1 Apart from the Jurassic Kimmeridge Clay all the strata along the section of coast, 

from Filey (A) to Bridlington (D), are of Cretaceous age.  A variable thickness of glacial till 

generally overlies the bedrock.  Between Filey (A) and Speeton (B), boulder-clay, 

Kimmeridge Clay and Speeton Clay, which in particular contains interesting fossils, form low 

crumbling cliffs.  A feature of Filey Bay is its deep wooded ravines, such as Mile Haven, 

created by spring-fed streams eroding the soft boulder clay. Much of the cliff-top area of the 

bay has been developed, with a golf course between Filey and Primrose Valley, and Holiday 

Villages southward to Reighton Gap.  

2.2 The cliffs of Filey Bay, although partly protected by the dual promontories of The 

Brigg and Flamborough Head, are steeply-inclined glacial till, and suffer from the processes 

of coastal erosion and collapse, averaging 25 cm per annum at The Brigg, but increasing to 

1.5 m near the black shale cliffs at Speeton Sands.  

2.3 Between Speeton (B) and Bridlington (C) the spectacular cliffs of Bempton and 

Flamborough Head provide exposure of the upper Cretaceous Chalk. The cliff line exposes 

a variety of geological features and the chalk cliffs, which are the highest in Britain, reaching 

130m at Bempton, have been eroded to form impressive stacks and caves between North 

Cliff and Cattlemere Hole. These rock exposures are also of interest in supporting important 

breeding bird colonies, whilst the cliff slopes support interesting plant communities.  For its 

superb landscape and heritage value, Flamborough Head is designated as a Heritage 

Coast.  The coastline between Speeton and South Landing is an Important Bird Area (IBA 

90021) and is part of a Special Protection Area for bird life. 

The Trail 

2.4 Apart from short stretches above Muston Sands and near Hunmanby Gap, there is 

no right of way between Filey and Speeton Cliffs.  From Speeton Cliffs to Hilderthorpe, south 

of Bridlington, a well maintained public footpath, the Headland Way, exists, which is heavily 

used, in particular, by visitors to Bempton and Bridlington.  The section south of Sewerby is 

suitable for wheelchair users and is traffic-free. 

2.5 Two large holiday villages ï Primrose Valley Holiday Village and Reighton Sands 

Holiday Village ï currently pose the most significant obstructions to a coast path. 

 

 

 

 

 



Roll back 

2.6 The Ramblers proposed route is often over sections subject to significant coastal 

change.  For the part of the route which corresponds to the Headland Way, the path is 

currently well maintained and of adequate width. However, where the trail is on sections of 

the cliff that are eroding and subject to periodic landslip, we recommend that it is essential 

that the line of our proposed route should roll back in response to coastal change, usually by 

reference to the position of the trail in relation to the cliff edge (as it exists at this time). 

Spreading room 

We propose no areas of landward spreading room. 

Detailed description of our proposals 

The proposed route of the trail on this length of coast is divided into 21 route sections numbered FL-1 

to FL-21. Below are detailed descriptions of Ramblers proposals for aligning the trail on each route 

section. 

Trail alignment 

Detailed Proposals-Trail alignment 

Filey to Speeton Cliffs  



 

Map 2-2 Filey to Hunmanby Gap 



Route Sections FL-1 to FL-4 (Map 2-2) 

2.7 This section begins at the point where the Centenary Way strikes inland (TA 1190 

7988) at the southern end of the mini-golf course. The Ramblers proposed route (FL-1, Map 

2-2) corresponds to an existing right of way between the golf course and the cliff edge. For 

the most part, the access strip is at least 4 metres wide, although there are two points (TA 

1189 7963 and TA 1194 7943), where there has been some cliff slippage and roll back 

would apply. There is ample room on the edge of the golf course to move the fence in land 

when necessary without encroaching on any of the playing area.  

2.8 The final path on this section is the descent to the Mile Haven valley bottom (P 2-1), 

from where the right of way goes SW along the stream edge. There is a sign before the 

descent stating ñNo Access to Primrose Valley. Footpath to A165 onlyò. However, at the 

bottom the Ramblers proposed route crosses the bridge over the stream to the path that 

leads to the beach from Primrose Valley Holiday Village. 

  

 

P 2-1 Bridge over the stream in Mile Haven Valley. 

2.9 Ramblers recommend that NE discuss the options for an access strip through the 

site with the manager of Primrose Valley Holiday Village. The Ramblers proposed access 

strip (FL-2) follows existing access tracks used by residents or vehicles to move through 

the site, avoiding areas that have been set aside specifically for use as a garden, or 

curtilage around a caravan.  In order to exit from the site through the boundary fence, a 

gate would have to be installed. 

2.10 After crossing the bridge and turning right, The Ramblers proposed route (FL-2) 

follows the path that eventually becomes a lane leading to Primrose Valley Holiday 

Village. A path crosses grass to the cliff edge and continues along the cliff edge to the 

road down the cliff at TA 1217 7857, which leads to some residences marked as ñFlat 

Cliffò on the OS map. The Ramblers proposed route carries on above this on the cliff top to 

the boundary fence (TA 1239 7802), which is topped by razor wire. There is currently no 

way through the fence, therefore a gate would need to be installed at this point. 

 



 

P 2-2 Fence at the southern boundary of Primrose 
Valley Holiday Village 

 

 

P 2-3 Butcher Haven, view from beach 

 

 

 

2.11 Beyond the boundary fence, the Ramblers proposed route (FL-3) joins the 

beach road at TA 1245 7789 and descends on the road to level with the pond and 

then carries on at this level, through what is now gorse to the edge of Butcher 

Haven (P 2-3). Steps would need to be constructed descending, then ascending 

the gulley. 

2.12 After climbing the southern side of Butcher Haven, the Ramblers proposed 

route (FL-4) follows the cliff edge for the next two fields to the car park on Sands 

Road at Hunmanby Gap.  

 

 

Route Sections FL-5 to FL-8 (Map 2-3) 

 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/Admin/Documents/Ramblers/Coastal Access/2011 Surveys/New Master Report/Hunmanby Gap to Ulrome.docx
file:///C:/Users/Admin/Documents/Ramblers/Coastal Access/2011 Surveys/New Master Report/Hunmanby Gap to Ulrome.docx


 

Map 2-3  Hunmanby Gap to Speeton Cliffs 

2.13 The Ramblers proposed route (FL-5) starts at Sands Road, Hunmanby Gap 

[TA 1301 7717], adjacent to a cliff top café, using rights of way, grassed paths (FL-

6) and track to Reighton Gap. 

2.14 A series of landslips has significantly damaged Sands Road (P 2-4), 

Reighton Gap, preventing beach access and obstructed further cliff top walking until 

south of Reighton Sands Holiday Village.  Therefore a route for the trail on the 

seaward edge of the holiday village is not achievable.  The Ramblers proposed 

route (FL-7) follows the right of way along the western boundary of the holiday 

village, past Moor Farm. 
   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

P 2-4 Sands Road Reighton Gap and cliff path 
obstruction (Looking NW).   

 

P 2-5 Boundary of Holiday Village and Golf 
Course (Looking E) Proposed access strip (Hun-
02) 

 

 

2.15 Ramblers suggest NE discuss options for an access strip through the Holiday Village 

with Bourne Leisure, owners of the land, who are constructing a golf course behind the 

holiday village boundary line.  Although there are roads within the holiday village they 

essentially form a series of cul de sacs and it would be necessary for the path to route 

between caravans.   

 

 

 

2.16 The Ramblers proposed route (FL-8) is creation of a strip that enters Raincliff Ings (P 

2-5) from a right of way at TA 1373 7575 near Moor Farm, to follow the boundary between 

the golf course and the Holiday Village to TA 1460 7560. The path would turn south crossing 

Low Fields by using existing grassed walking areas (P 2-6) to TA 1418 7539 when it turns 

east on a de facto path along the edge of the ravine to connect with a right of way at 

Speeton Cliffs [TA 1530 7533]. A gate will be required at TA 1375 7575 and possibly at TA 

1460 7560 should land owners continue a fence line to that point. 

 



 

P 2-6 Existing grassed path across Low Fields (Looking S) Continuation of proposed access strip (FL-
8) 

Speeton Cliffs to Coastguard Station 

 

 

Map 2-4  Speeton Cliffs to Bempton 



Route Sections FL-9 to FL-12 (Map 2-4 and Map 2-5) 

2.17 Between Speeton Cliffs and Bempton Cliffs RSPB Centre the Ramblers proposed 

route (FL-9) makes use of the popular walk, the Headland Way (a coast path between Filey 

and Bridlington).  

 

 

Map 2-5  Bempton to North Landing. 

2.18 The Ramblers proposed access strip (FL-10) follows the Headland Way footpath 

using existing tracks, albeit in places close to cliff top eroded points.   

2.19 At Thornwick Bay, in consequence of erosion, the right of way has been looped 

inland (P 2-7P 2-7) by use of a permissive path. The Ramblers proposed route (FL-11) 

would include this diversion that reconnects with the right of way. However, the latter is 

again close to the cliff edge. 

 

 

P 2-7 Closed footpath and diversion at Thornwick Bay (Looking E) Resulting in proposed route 
section (FL-11) 



2.20 Inland of it are a grassed verge, field and track, being private land associated with 

cliff top cottages but outside the actual curtilage of the buildings (P 2-8). The Ramblers 

proposed route (FL-12) would utilise this by moving the path inland. This will link in with a 

permissive path that enables walkers to cross a field in front of the cottages, thereby 

avoiding the narrow Headland Way that follows the cliff edge. 

 

P 2-8 Cliff top path at Thornwick Bay (Looking SE) Proposed route section (FL-12) 

 

 

  



Route Sections FL-13 to FL-18 (Map 2-6) 

 

 

 

 

Map 2-6  North Landing to South Landing. 

 

 



2.21 The Ramblers proposed route (FL-13) follows the headland path that varies in 

distance from the cliff edge. Parallel to the perimeter boundary of Flamborough Golf Course, 

the right of way has been moved to the landward side of the boundary because of erosion (P 

2-9).  The Ramblers proposed route (FL-14) continues along this diversion.  Exiting from the 

path onto the road into Flamborough Head, the Ramblers proposed route (FL-15) would 

make use of this pavement.  

 

 

P 2-9 Diverted path (FL-14) at Flamborough Golf Course (Looking S)  

2.22 Between Flamborough Lighthouse and headland several permissive paths have 

been created as conservation walks, in addition to a right of way adjacent to the cliff edge.  

The Ramblers proposed route (FL-16) would adopt the permissive path from TA 2551 7063 

to TA 2565 7022 achieving useful seaward spreading room. 

2.23 Thereafter, the Ramblers proposed route (FL-17) uses the headland PRoW towards 

Flamborough South Landing.  

2.24 Entrance into and out of South Landing passing West Nook Lifeboat Station, is by 

means of very steep steps. The Ramblers proposed route (FL-18) would make use of a 

recently created permissive footpath and bridge (P 2-10) enabling the trail to go around the 

rim of South Landing. This enables the path to pass by a visitorsô car park and a planned 

Visitors Information Centre containing other facilities. Crossing an access road, the route 

would enter a field gate (P 2-11) opposite the Visitor Centre and use a track (P 2-12) that 

has been created by locals to reach the cliff top.  A gate will be necessary at the road to field 

entrance. 

 

 

 



 

P 2-10 Permissive path above Flamborough 
South Landing (looking W). Part of proposed 
access strip (Flam-06) 

 

 

P 2-11 Entrance to field above Flamborough 
South Landing (looking S). Continuation of 
proposed access strip (Flam-06) 

 

 

 

P 2-12 Crossing field above Flamborough South Landing (looking S). Continuation of proposed access strip (Flam-06) 

 

Route Section FL-19 (Map 2-7) 

2.25 The Ramblers proposed route (FL-19) follows the existing coast path passing 

Bridlington Links golf course, Sewerby Hall and the cricket ground to the beginning of the 

promenade near the Coastguard Station. 

 



 

Map 2-7 South Landing to Coastguard Station.  



 

 

Map 2-8  Coastguard Station to South Sands. 

Coastguard Station to South Sands 

Route Sections FL-20 and FL-21 (Map 2-8) 

2.26 The Ramblers proposed route (FL-20) follows the promenade to the Leisure Centre 

via North Marine Promenade, Alexandra Promenade and Beaconsfield Promenade.  From 

the Leisure Centre it continues along the Royal Princeôs Promenade to the harbour.  

2.27 From the harbour the Ramblers proposed route (FL-21) continues along the Spa 

Promenade, Princess Mary Promenade, South Cliff Promenade, Belvedere Promenade to 

Boat Park and the Park and Ride at South Sands [TA 1718 6481]. 

  



3 Bridlington to Kilnsea near Spurn Head (Holderness) 

 

Map 3-1 Bridlington to Kilnsea near Spurn Head (Holderness). 

  



General description 

Below is a general description of our proposals for this length of the Holderness coast from 

Bridlington to Kilnsea, highlighting the key factors which we took into consideration.  

Nature of the Land 

3.1 Holderness can claim that it is the youngest natural area of the English countryside.  

The whole of this land was added on to the edge of the Yorkshire Wolds during the last ice 

age, brought in as a mass of mud and rock by the advancing ice sheet and left as a huge 

waste land of mud and pools as the ice receded.  It is also the most rapidly eroding coastline 

in England. NE is actively involved in a Shoreline Management Plan.  Shoreline 

Management Plans (SMPs) were introduced in 1994 by MAFF to provide a large-scale 

assessment of the potential risk of flooding and coastal erosion along the coast of England 

and Wales. In 2009 the Humber Estuary Coastal Authorities Group produced the 

Flamborough Head to Gibraltar Point Shoreline Management Plan (HECAG SMP2, see 

www.hecag-smp2.co.uk/downloads/HECAG_SMP_main_document_revCD2.pdf) to guide 

future decision-making about coastal defence management along  the coastline from 

Flamborough Head to Stone Creek in the outer Humber Estuary.  

3.2 The Holderness coastline is typified by soft cliffs, extending for around 60km from 

Sewerby in the north, to south of Easington, developed in glacial tills, predominantly silty 

clays with chalk debris and lenses of sand and gravel, with an average height of 15 m, 

reaching around 40 m at Dimlington. Defences protect towns, but the undefended parts of 

the coastline are eroding through repeated landslides.  The maximum rates of erosion occur 

immediately south of towns where sea defences have been constructed: 2.67, 2.95, 3.19, 

2.84 m/yr at Hornsea, Mappleton, Withernsea and Kilnsea, respectively. The Holderness 

coast has retreated by around 2km over the last 1,000 years causing the loss of 26 villages 

listed in the Domesday survey of 1086. 

3.3  In response to the Earth Summit in Rio de Janiero (1992) the East Riding of 

Yorkshire Council launched the East Riding Integrated Coastal Zone Management project to 

look at issues caused by the rapid erosion. The aim was to develop a sustainable approach, 

in particular ñrollbackò, partly to maintaining the viability of the caravan industry on the 

Holderness coast.   

3.4 The coastline from north of Bempton to South of Bridlington forms part of Yorkshireôs 

seaside tourist attractions.  Several holiday villages and caravan parks are located next to 

beaches. Bempton and Buckton Cliffs are nationally acclaimed RSPB reserves and there are 

a number of designated wildlife areas along the route. Bridlington town boasts 5 km of coast 

path running south from Sewerby to Hilderthorpe, all suitable for wheelchair users and traffic 

free. The proposed coast path will intersect with several access areas to the beach. 

The Trail 



3.5 The proposed route of the trail on this length of coast is shown on Map 3-1. At the top 

of the map, it starts at the Park and Ride car park (A), and ends at Kilnsea (B). 

3.6 The proposed route of the trail follows, where possible, existing paths and tracks 

along the top of the cliffs.  The route of the de facto path is frequently interrupted by landslip, 

as a result of erosion of the cliff and by caravan sites. 

3.7 Apart from the short stretches of highway, footpaths and promenades (Hornsea and 

Withernsea) none of the route on this part of the trail has existing public access rights.  

Therefore the proposed route generally follows existing de facto footpaths, many of which 

are shown on the East Riding Coastal Explorer maps 

(http://gofer.eastriding.gov.uk/coastalexplorer/). 

3.8 Many paths currently shown on OS maps and the ER Coastal Explorer maps 

correspond to paths shown on 1930s and 1940s I-inch maps that have disappeared.  Any 

existing paths are effectively a result of roll-back.  But where the cliff has retreated into 

caravan sites or private gardens, the paths have generally been lost. Therefore we propose 

that, wherever practicable, the route of the trail should initially be at least 15m landward of 

the cliff edge. 

3.9 Ramblers proposed route passes through more than ten caravan parks and we 

suggest that NE should discuss the options for access strips through caravan sites with the 

owners. 

3.10 The Cowden Parva Weapon Range, at present, poses a major obstacle, requiring a 7 

km detour.  Ramblers suggest that NE should discuss the options for providing a safe 

access strip through the range with MoD. 

3.11 A gas storage facility under construction south of Ringbrough will mean a detour 

inland. 

Spreading room 

3.12 All land seaward of the of the proposed trail should become spreading room, subject 

to the provisions about excepted land, which in this stretch is mainly either caravan park or 

crops. 

Detailed description of our proposals 

The proposed route of the trail on this length of coast is divided into 72 route sections numbered Ho-

01 to Ho-72. Below are detailed descriptions of Ramblers proposals for aligning the trail on each 

route section, and of any proposal to include significant areas of additional spreading room landward 

of any sections of trail, noting any particular issues that may arise as a result.  

Trail alignment 

Bridlington to Fraisthorpe 

Route sections Ho-1, Ho-2 and Ho-3 (Map 3-2) 

 

http://gofer.eastriding.gov.uk/coastalexplorer/


 

Map 3-2 Hilderthorpe to Fraisthorpe 



Map 3-3 Bridlington to Fraisthorpe. 

3.13 The Ramblers proposed route (Ho-1) for this section starts at the recently 

constructed Park and Ride car park at South Sands (TA 1718  6481) and uses a de facto 

path, narrow in places, which passes in front of a number of boat yards and holiday homes. 

Where it crosses launch slipways there are small descents (P 3-1 Crossing boatyard 

slipways (looking E).) that will need levelling or steps.  The Ramblers proposed route 

continues on a path between the cliff edge and crops to a car park at Auburn. 

 

P 3-1 Crossing boatyard slipways (looking E). 

3.14 Crossing Auburn Beck would present difficulties at high tide. The Ramblers proposed 

route (Ho-2) uses a track (shown on OS maps as an ORPA) that crosses Auburn Beck from 

the car park to the end of the road from Fraisthorpe (P 3-2, Map 3-4).  

 

Map 3-4 Auburn 



 

3.15 Having crossed the beck, the Ramblers proposed route (Ho-3) returns to the cliff top 

via a track to the south of the site of the medieval village of Auburn, now a camp site, and 

continues along the cliff top to The Earlôs Dike at TA 1688 6139. 

3.16 Onwards from Auburn Beck erosion becomes more disruptive, the de facto path 

disappearing and tracks being created inland of the field boundary. The Earlôs Dike (P 3-3) 

crosses the path at TA 1688 6139 onto the beach. Negotiating this outlet at high tide or, 

when the drain is deep and fast flowing will be a serious hazard.  Currently, the nearest 

crossing point is approximately 1 km inland at Fraisthorpe Bridge.  Ramblers suggest that 

NE erect a footbridge, or elevated large concrete stepping stones at the drain mouth. 

 

P 3-2 Auburn Farm  (looking SE). 

 

 

P 3-3 ¢ƘŜ 9ŀǊƭΩǎ 5ƛƪŜ  5Ǌŀƛƴ όƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ b²ύΦ  

 

Fraisthorpe to Barmston 

 



 

Map 3-5 Fraisthorpe to Barmston 

 

 

 



Route Sections Ho-4, Ho- 5 and Ho-6 

3.17 Ramblers proposed route joins a right of way (Barmston FP No. 4) on the south side 

of the dike that leads back to the cliff top (Ho-4). 

 

3.18 The Ramblers proposed route (Ho-5) continues along field and low cliff edges where 

sands have encroached onto the fields, until Barmston Caravan Park is reached. Between 

The Earlôs Dike outflow and Barmston Beach Caravan Park the average erosion rate is 

about 1.2 m/yr causing sections of the path to disappear and to be replaced by new tracks 

being created landward of the original field boundaries.  At Barmston Beach Caravan Park 

the beach access road has been demolished (P 3-4). 

  

 

P 3-4 Barmston Beach Caravan park (looking S) erosion effects blocking ongoing  trail. 

 

3.19 Erosion prevents any progress along the cliff top in front of the caravans. Ramblers 

recommend that NE discuss the options for an access strip through the site with the site 

manager.   The Ramblers proposed access strip (Ho-6) follows existing access tracks used 

by residents or vehicles to move through the site, avoiding areas that have been set aside 

specifically for use as a garden, or curtilage around a caravan, and exits onto Sands Lane. 

3.20 East Yorkshire bus service no.130 (Bridlington to Hornsea) stops here. 

  



 

Barmston to Ulrome 

Route sections Ho-7, Ho-8 and Ho-9. 

 

Map 3-6 Barmston to Ulrome. 



3.21 The Ramblers proposed route (Ho-7) continues along the cliff top path with wide 

grass areas to Barmston Drain, currently the subject of a coastal defence project.  The path 

(Ho-8) continues to Ulrome Caravan Park, where the effects of erosion are very evident (P 

3-5) with roads and caravan foundations being lost. 

 

P 3-5 Ulrome caravan park showing effects of erosion (looking S). 

3.22 A cliff top route to the seaward side of the Caravan Park is not achievable.  Ramblers 

suggest NE discuss with site owners options for a possible access strip through the park.  

The Ramblers proposed access strip (Ho-9) follows existing access tracks used by residents 

or vehicles to move through the site, avoiding areas that have been set aside specifically for 

use as a garden, or curtilage around a caravan, and exits onto Sand Lane near Coastguard 

Houses.   

Ulrome to Hornsea 

 

Map 3-7 Ulrome to Skipsea (Inset see Map 3-8) 



 Route sections Ho-10 to Ho-13 (Map 3-7 and Map 3-8) 

3.23 The Ramblers proposed route, shown on Map 3-1  and in more detail on Map 3-7, 

starts at the junction of Sand Lane and Southfield Lane and follows Southfield Lane 

towards Cobble Gap. 

 

Map 3-8  Skipsea Sands (Inset on Map 3-7) 

3.24 During the past 5 years a landslip has damaged the road, which connected to Mill 

Lane, near to the beginning of the Skipsea Sands Caravan Park (P 3-6); therefore a route for 

the trail adjacent to the seaward edge is not achievable.  Ramblers recommend that NE 

discuss the options for an access strip through the site with the site manager.  

 

 

P 3-6 Southfield Lane blocked by landslip (Looking S) 



 

3.25 The Ramblers proposed route (Ho-11) is to enter the Skipsea Sands Caravan Park 

through a gap in the fence (P 3-7) where a notice fixed to a post reads ñPedestrian Access 

Onlyò. The Ramblers proposed access strip follows existing access tracks used by residents 

or vehicles to move through the site, avoiding areas that have been set aside specifically for 

use as a garden, or curtilage around a caravan, and exits between buildings into a parking 

area outside the ñKingdomò (P 3-8 and P 3-9) where it joins Mill Lane. 

 

P 3-7 Pedestrian Access to Skipsea Sands Caravan Park 
(Looking SE).  Proposed access strip starts here. 

 

 

P 3-8 Exit from Skipsea Sands Caravan Park (Looking S) 

 

 

P 3-9 Access point to the Skipsea Sands Caravan Park 
(behind the middle figure). (Looking N) 

 

 

P 3-10 Southfield Caravan Park (looking N).  A gap is 
required here. 

 

 



3.26 Until recently, the coast path would have continued along Green Lane, adjacent to 

the seaward edge of the Southfield Caravan site, which lies to the south of Mill Lane, but, 

owing to erosion, the cliff line is now within the site (see also 

http://www2.hull.ac.uk/science/pdf/Jeremy%20Pickles.pdf).  Therefore Ramblers 

recommend that NE discuss the options for an access strip through the site with the site 

manager. 

3.27 The Ramblers proposed access strip, (Ho-12) follows existing access tracks used by 

residents or vehicles to move through the site, avoiding areas that have been set aside 

specifically for use as a garden, or curtilage around a caravan, and ends at the southern 

boundary of the site.  A gap in the fence would be required here (P 3-10).  The Ramblers 

proposed route (Ho-13) is to cross the field of grass and then to follow the line of the rapidly 

receding Skipsea Cliff (P 3-11) along the seaward edge of the field of crops, eventually, to 

cross a lane that leads to Skipsea. 

 

P 3-11  Rapidly eroding Skipsea Cliff.  Skipsea Sands Caravan Park and Southfield Caravan Park in distance. (Looking N) 

 

 

  

http://www2.hull.ac.uk/science/pdf/Jeremy%20Pickles.pdf


Route sections Ho-14to Ho-18 (Map 3-9)  

 

Map 3-9 Skipsea to Skirlington 



3.28 South of the lane leading to Skipsea, the Ramblers proposed route (Ho-14) passes 

between the cliff top and a temporary fence at the end of private gardens (P 3-12).  Since 

2005 the houses to which these gardens belonged have disappeared. Before then, a path 

existed between them and the cliff top. 

 

P 3-12 Path between cliff and private gardens. (Looking N) 

 

P 3-13 South of Withow Gap. Looking S. 

 

 

3.29 South of Withow Gap the Ramblers proposed route (Ho-15) continues along the cliff 

top following an existing footpath on rough grassland.  Owing to erosion, sections of the path 

are still evident on land that has slipped partly down the cliff (P 3-13). The cliff here shows a 

section through lake deposits which occupy a hollow in the till deposited by the last ice sheet 

of the Ice Age. The lake deposits contain fossil plant and snail remains and provide 

important information on climatic and environmental change following the melting and retreat 

of the ice sheet some 13,000 years ago.  This is an SSSI. 

3.30 The Ramblers proposed route (Ho-16) passes between the cliff top and the fairway of 

the golf course at Out Leys (P 3-14). At the end of the golf course the route reaches the 

boundary of the Far Grange Park caravan site (P 3-15). 

 

 

P 3-14 Out Leys golf course. Looking N. 

 

 

P 3-15 Far Grange Park caravan site. Looking SSE. 

 

 



3.31 The Ramblers proposed route (Ho-17) for the trail follows an existing access track 

used by residents or vehicles to move through the site adjacent to the seaward edge of the 

site (P 3-15).   Ramblers recommend that NE discuss the options for an access strip through 

the site with the site manager.  Adjacent to the landward edge of the caravan park is Far 

Grange Country Park.  

3.32 After crossing the parish boundary, the route (Ho-18) continues along access tracks 

used by residents to move through Low Skirlington Caravan Site and Tourist Park (P 3-16). 

A warning notice states ñIf you wish to follow the cliff top you do so at your own riskò (P 

3-17).  Landslips encroach onto the site at its southern end and the Ramblers proposed 

route would be on an access strip between the caravans and the cliff top (P 3-18). 

 

 

P 3-16 Low Skirlington Caravan site.  Looking N. 

 

 

P 3-17 Warning notice at Low Skirlington 
Caravan site. 

 

 

P 3-18 Low Skirlington Caravan Site and Tourist Park. Looking S. 

 

 

 



 

Map 3-10 Skirlington to Atwick 

 

Route sections Ho-19 to Ho-24 

3.33 The Ramblers proposed route passes through a gap in the fence (P 3-19) and then 

across a grass field (Ho-19). 

3.34 For the next kilometre, starting at the trig point (P 3-20) the land is cropped up to the 

cliff top.  It is generally possible to walk on a narrow strip between the crop and the cliff 

edge, but in places even this yearôs crop has slipped down the cliff.  The Ramblers proposed 

route (Ho-20) follows the footpath (Atwick FP No. 5) along Long lane. 

 



 

P 3-19 Southern boundary of Skirlington Caravan Site.  
Looking N 

 

 

P 3-20 Atwick Cliff and Sands.  Looking S. 

 

 

3.35 The Ramblers proposed route returns to the cliff top along a track (Ho-21) and 

passes along the cliff top (P 3-21) and then a short distance along  Cliff Road at Atwick (Ho-

22).  

 

 

P 3-21 Approaching Cliff Road at Atwick 

 

 

P 3-22  Cliff Top Caravan Park from Cliff Road at Atwick 

 

 

 

 



3.36 Up to 2005, a public right of way existed between the cliff top south of Cliff Road and 

the Cliff Top Caravan Park.  The Ramblers proposed access strip (Ho-23) follows existing 

access tracks (P 3-22) used by residents or vehicles to move through the site, and across a 

grass field.   Ramblers recommend that NE discuss the options for an access strip through 

the site with the site manager. 

 

3.37 The Ramblers proposed route (Ho-24) follows an existing path adjacent to the cliff 

top through a broad area of rough grassland (50 -100m wide).  This area is subject to 

erosion at a rate of about 1m/yr (P 3-23) and a public right of way has been lost within the 

last 10 yrs. This section of the route ends at the slipway at the parish boundary (P 3-24). 

 

 

P 3-23  Landslip south of Atwick 

 

 

P 3-24 Slipway at Hornsea-Atwick parish boundary.  

 

 



Route sections Ho-25 to Ho-26  

 

Map 3-11  Atwick to Hornsea  

3.38 Up to the 1990s, there existed a public right of way along the cliff top, adjacent to the 

caravan parks, all the way into Hornsea.  This no longer exists (P 3-25). The Ramblers 

proposal is to reinstate this footpath along the cliff top from the seaward end of the slipway 

(Ho-25).  Ramblers recommend that NE discuss the options for an access strip through the 

various caravan sites with the site managers. Because there is a very high density of 

caravan parks in this area, this proposed access strip would be heavily used by residents 

and visitors. 

 



 

P 3-25  Line of former right of way along cliff top n of 
Hornsea 

 

P 3-26  Bridleway No.1 enters Northcliffe Boating Club 

 

3.39 An alternative route (Ho-25a) follows a slipway.  Hornsea Bridleway No. 1, used to be 

registered as going to the cliff top and returning along the top. Owing to coastal erosion there 

is no longer a right way back along the cliff. This bridleway has been the subject of much 

controversy as people thought that it went to the beach at Atwick Gap. In the 1950s, the 

Northcliffe Boat Club excavated the slipway, which people have used to get access to the 

beach, along the line of a land drain that had created a fissure in the cliff. They have recently 

withdrawn all expressed or presumed permissive use of the slipway. 

3.40 From the start of the slipway, Ramblers alternative route (Ho-25b) follows Bridleway 

No.1.  At the entrance to Northcliffe Boating Club there is a gap to the side of a gate across 

the bridleway (P 3-26).  The bridleway ends at the metalled road. 

3.41 Ramblers alternative route follows Cliff Road as far as Belvedere Park (Ho-25c).  The 

route follows Belvedere Park to the cliff top (P 3-27). 

 

 

P 3-27 Belvedere Park 

 

P 3-28  Grass area approaching Hornsea. 

3.42 The Ramblers proposed route (Ho-26) follows the narrow footpath along the cliff top, 

adjacent to some private gardens and then across an open area of grass to a car park (P 

3-28). 

 

 



Spreading room proposals 

3.43 All land seaward of the of the proposed trail should become spreading room, subject 

to the provisions about excepted land, which in this stretch is mainly either caravan park or 

crops. 

Adjacent to route sections Ho-04 to Ho-24 

3.44 Adjacent to route section Ho-04, Ramblers propose that the landward boundary of 

the margin should coincide with the boundary of the field of grassland, as indicated by the 

landward extent of the coastal margin shown Map 3-7 and Map 3-8 

3.45 Adjacent to route section Ho-14, immediately N of Withow Gap, we propose that the 

landward boundary of the margin should coincide with the boundary of the field of rough 

grassland, as indicated by the landward extent of the coastal margin shown on Map 3-9. 

3.46 Adjacent to route section Ho-15, we propose that the landward boundary of the 

margin should coincide with the boundary (about 60m from the cliff top) of the field of rough 

grassland, as indicated by the landward extent of the coastal margin shown on Map 3-9. 

3.47 Adjacent to route section Ho-17, we propose that the landward boundary of the 

margin should coincide with the boundary of a grass field that is within Far Grange caravan 

site, as indicated by the landward extent of the coastal margin shown on Map 3-9. 

3.48 Adjacent to route section Ho-19, we propose that the landward boundary of the 

margin should coincide with the boundary of a grass field (about 60 m wide) that is 

immediately S of Low Skirlington Caravan Site and Tourist Park, as indicated by the 

landward extent of the coastal margin shown on Map 3-10. 

3.49 Adjacent to route section Ho-24, we propose that the landward boundary of the 

margin should coincide with the boundary of a field (50-100 m wide) of rough grassland that 

is immediately S of Cliff Top Caravan Site, as indicated by the landward extent of the coastal 

margin shown on Map 3-10 

 

  



Trail alignment 

Hornsea to Aldbrough 

 

 

Map 3-12 Hornsea to Rolston, Ho-28, 29, 30 & 31. 

 



 

 Route sections Ho-28 to Ho-31 

3.50 Ramblers proposed route (Ho-28), shown on Map 3-12, starts at the CP at the end of 

Morrow Avenue and follows a paved path across a grassed area maintained by the local 

council, past Victoria Gardens and the Floral Hall.  To the east of the Marine Hotel, the route 

continues along the seawall, to the junction of Marine Drive and New Road at the monument 

and display panel for the Trans-Pennine Trail (P 3-29). 

3.51 From the monument, the route (Ho-29) follows the South Promenade along the 

seawall to Hornsea Burton Road.   

 

P 3-29 Hornsea, start of Trans-Pennine Trail 

 

P 3-30 Caravan Park on Hornsea Burton Road 

3.52 Until about 2000, there was a de facto path from the end of the parking area (P 3-29) 

all the way to Great Cowden at least. South of Hornsea Burton Road the sea wall (built in 

1924) ends and, although the Caravan Park is protected by groynes, the erosion has caused 

the path between the Caravan Park and the cliff top to be closed (Map 3-13).  Ramblers 

recommend that NE discuss the options for an access strip through the site with the site 

manager. The Ramblers proposed route (Ho-30) follows existing access tracks used by 

residents or vehicles to move through the site, avoiding areas that have been set aside 

specifically for use as a garden, or curtilage around a caravan. 

 



 

Map 3-13 Predicted positions of cliff line south of Hornsea and line of former footpath. 
(http://gofer .eastriding.gov.uk/coastalexplorer/) 



3.53 The Ramblers proposed route leaves the Caravan Park and continues across a field 

of rough grass to a small ditch (P 3-31).  As shown on Map 3-13, erosion is particularly rapid 

along this stretch of coast and by 2025 the cliff line is predicted to retreat by about 60 m from 

its present position and by 2105 it will reach the B1242.  Therefore the route will have to roll 

back accordingly. 

 

P 3-31 Small ditch at Hornsea- Mappleton parish 
boundary. 

 

 

P 3-32 Looking towards Rolston and the B1242 

 

 

P 3-33 Coastal erosion of Mappleton Cliff, looking NNE, 
Horsea in the distance. 

 

 

P 3-34  Approaching Mappleton, proposed route continues 
along cliff top, alternative route follows track to right. 

 

 



  

Map 3-14 Rolston to Mappleton, Ho-32 and 33. 

 Route sections Ho-32 to Ho-33 

3.54 The route (Ho-32) continues between the edges of crops (P 3-32) and the rapidly 

eroding cliff top (P 3-33) to where a track (Green Lane) comes in from the road near 

Mappleton (P 3-34).   

 

 



 

Map 3-15  Proposed routes into Mappleton, Ho-33 follows former path. 
(http://gofer .eastriding.gov.uk/coastalexplorer/) 



3.55 Until recently, the de facto path (Map 3-15) continued along the cliff top to the 

seaward of the farm buildings and gardens (P 3-35) to meet Cliff Lane in the centre of 

Mappleton.  The Ramblers proposed route (Ho-33) follows this historic line.  Two other 

routes are possible: the first (Ho-33a) leaves the cliff top via Green Lane and follows the 

road; the second (Ho-33b) descends the cliff (the cliff slope is shallow), then along the beach 

and finally on top of the sea wall to the slipway. Here a rock armour protection was provided  

in 1991 for the base of a 500m stretch of cliff, with two rock groynes extending into the sea, 

one at either end of the cliff protection.  

 

P 3-35 Remaining stretch of path along cliff top north of Mappleton. 

 

Map 3-16 Mappleton to Great Cowden. Ho-34, 35 and 36. 



 Route sections Ho-34 to Ho-36 

3.56 The Ramblers proposed route (Ho-34) starts from the car park and picnic area and 

continues between crops and the cliff top to a drain.  Although the drain could be crossed at 

the cliff top, the route is around it.  The route continues along the cliff top, across rough 

grassland, to the boundary of Grange Farm.   

3.57 Erosion hereabouts is currently about 3 m/y and by 2025 the cliff top is predicted to 

have retreated by more than 60 m, with result that all the buildings of Grange Farm will have 

been lost to the sea.  At present the environs of the farm are used as a dump (P 3-36).  The 

Ramblers proposed route (Ho-35) passes through the farm to Eelmere Road, Great 

Cowden.  Ramblers recommend that NE discuss the options for an access strip through the 

site with the owner.  There is no suitable alternative route, except via the B1242. 

 

P 3-36 Remains of Grange Farm at Eelmere Road 

 

P 3-37 Remains of Cliff House Farm north of Garthend 
Lane. 

3.58 From Eelmere Road to Garthends Lane, the Ramblers proposed route (Ho-36) runs 

between crops and the cliff top.  The route is currently blocked by a fence and small ditch at 

the remains of Cliff House Farm (P 3-37).  Ramblers recommend that NE discuss the 

options for an access strip through the site with the owner.  There is no suitable alternative 

route. 

 



 

Map 3-17 Cowden Parva Weapons Range, Ho-37 and 38. 

Route sections Ho-37 to Ho-38 

3.59 Section Ho-37 of the Ramblers proposed route continues along the receding cliff top 

(P 3-38), crosses a small ditch (P 3-39) to reach the northern boundary of the Cowden Parva 

Weapon Range. 

3.60 In order to avoid the weapon range, it would be necessary to make a significant 

detour (Ho-27a) via the main road, B1242, which is about 1 km inland and more than 5 km in 

length (7 km if the detour were to rejoin the coast path at Aldbrough). 

 

P 3-38 Cowden Cliff, looking NNW, buildings at Grange 
Farm in distance. 

 

P 3-39 Leaving cultivated land and entering the weapons 
range. 

 

 






























































































































